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File No. CO(AV)/ CRS Empanelment/2021-22 Dated: 1™ December, 2023

Adyvisory for Community Radio Stations

Subject: Advisory for Revision in the Guidelines for Empanelment of Community

Radio Stations (CRS) with Central Bureau of Communication (CBC).

Reference Ministry of Information & Broadcasting’s OM wherein Guidelines
for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations (CRS) with Central Bureau of

Communication (CBC) have been received.

g The revised Guidelines are attached herewith.

3. This issues with the approval of DG, CBL.
oAt
B\
(Amit Kumar)
Joint Director (AV)
#24369364



No. N-35016/7/2021-O/0 AD(CRS)
T TR
HaaT Td JHROT HATAH

116, A' Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated: - 24™ November, 2023

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Revision in the Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations (CRS)
with Central Bureau of Communication.

The Central Bureau of Communication (CBC) may please refer their 1.D. Note no.
CO(AV)/CRS empanelment/2021-22 dated. 09.11.2023 regarding subject mentioned above.

2 The Guidelines for empanelment of Community Radio Stations, issued vide Ministry's O.M.
no. 104/102/2009-CRS dated 21.05.2012, 0O.M. no. 1_0&/104/2012-CRS dated 30.07.2012, and
subsequent amendment issued vide O.M. No. 35(&6/7/2021-0@&@%8) dated 03.02.2022,

have been ’pg_rtieglly revised. The rate of advertisement for empanclled Community Radio Stations
has been revised to Rs. 74/- per ten seconds from Rs. 52 per ten seconds. Pursuant to this the
Para 2 of the said guideline now read as under:-

“5>  Rate of Advertisements - The rate of advertisement for empanelled organizations shall be
Rs. 74/- per ten seconds of Broadcast. g —

3. The copies of above mentioned OMs are attached herewith.

4. This issues with the approval of the Secretary (1&B).

Encl — As Above.
@RI FHERar)
yfafEa Agee (EIHTH)

Tel. No.: 2338 6547
Email ID: gs.kesarwani.pb@aic.in

To

Bureau of Outreach and Communication
{ Amit Kumar (Joint Director - AV)}
Soochna Bhawan, C.G.O. Complex,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi — 110003

Note :- to be placed on the website of CBC and MIB.
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No. N-35016/7/2021-O/0 AD(CRS) @

Government of India
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

116. ‘A’ Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 3" February, 2022

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Revision in the Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations (CRS)
with Bureau of Qutreach and Communication (BOC).

Kind reference is invited to this Ministry’s O.M. no. 104/102/2009-CRS dated 21.05.2012
and no. 104/104/2012-CRS dated 30.07.2012 (copies enclosed).

"3 In partial supersession of the Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations,
issued vide Ministry’s O.M. no. 104/102/2009-CRS dated 21 .05.2012 and O.M. no. 104/104/2012-
CRS dated 30.07.2012, revised Guidelines for empanelment of CRS with BOC are issued herewith.
The revised Guidelines are attached at Annexure-A.

% However, the Comprehensive Guidelines for sponsored programmes on CRS, issued vide
Ministry’s O.M. no. 104/102/2009-CRS dated 21 .05.2012, remain the same.

4. BOC is requested to place the revised Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio
Stations on its website.

s A This issues with the approval of the competent authority.

Encl: as above

)
e\ oA 287

(Gaurishankar Kesarwani)
Additional Director (CRS)
Tel. No.: 2338 6547

To mnﬁ‘ BHANCR ‘f‘;':“'\‘%
el ::;mol"" ""mlg‘ﬁ"’d suang

Bureau of Outreach and Communication : Lo b @Rl

{Ms. Ranjana Dev Sarmah, ADG(AV)} - s, "l cut

Soochna Bhawan, CGO Complex,
Iodhi Road, New Delhi 110003



ANNEXURE-A

GUIDELINES FOR EMPANELMENT OF COMMUNITY RADIO STATIONS WITH
BUREAU OF OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATION

1. Eligibility Criteria

(a) The organizations having licence for setting up of Community Radio Stations (CRS) shall be
considered empanelled with Bureau of Outreach and Communication (BOC).

(b? All the organizations having license for setting up of CRS shall be listed on the website of the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the same shall be updated on a monthly basis by the
Ministry.

2. Rate of Advertisements

The rate of advertisement for empaneclled organizations shall be Rs. 52/- per ten seconds of
broadcast.

3. Payment of Bills

(a) Every organization will submit its bill complete in all respect to BOC, along with self-certified
Broadcast Certificate and PAN details, within 30 days of completion of the campaign. The self-
certified Broadcast Certificate submitted by the organization will be the basic proof of broadcast.
In case a self-certified Broadcast Certificate is found to be false, the empanelment of organization
may be cancelled and organization may be debarred from getting Government advertisement for
the duration of permission and may also be liable for action as per relevant laws “including
cancellation of permission”.

(b) The organization will be required to possess GSTN if the aggregate value of taxable service of
the organization exceeds Rs. 20 lakhs in a financial year, otherwise a self-declaration to this effect
is to be furnished.

(c) Recovery shall be made in case of excess payment to organization.

(d) Empanelment does not guarantee any business from BOC.

4. Other Terms and Conditions

(a) The organization may be debarred from Government advertisements if, at any time the
organization refuses to accept and carry advertisements issued by BOC on behalf of the
Ministrics/Departments of Government of India, Public Sector Undertakings and Autonomous
Bodies, on more than two occasions.

(b) In case of any disagreement etc., decision of Pr. DG, BOC shall be final and binding.
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No 104/10212009-GRS | 15 § @
Sovernmiment of india '

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting
CRS Section

Room No.116 A-Wing
Shastri Bhawan
New Delhi-110 001

Dated 21" May 2012
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject : Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations with DAVP, revised
rates of advertisement and comprehensive guidelines for sponsored
programmes on Community Radio -reg.

DAVP may refer to this Ministrys letter No.1/50/2006-MUC(Vol.Il) dated 03.02.2011 on
the above subject.

P Government of India had constituted a Committee to consider the revision or rates for
advertisement and sponsored programmes on CRS. Recommendations of Committee have
been accepted by competent authority in the Ministry.

3. Accordingly, the revised Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations
( CRS) and Comprehensive Guidelines for sponsored programmes are enclosed herewith.

4. The rate of airtime for the CRS empanelled with DAVP will be Rs.4/- per second and
such rate will be valid for a period of 1 year, after which it may be reviewed.

8. DAVP is requested to place the revised Guidelines for Empanelment of Community
Radio Stations and comprehensive Guidelines for sponsored programmes on CRS on DAVP

website.

6. This issues with the approval of competent authority.

L2 .
: .)1/ ""‘é-(wf:.f 3 i
( Inderjeet Grewal)
Deputy Director
Tel: 23385021

Directorate of Advertising and Visual Publicity

(Kind attn: Shri A.P.F.Noronha, Director General)
Soochna Bhawan,

Lodhi Road

New Delhi-110 003
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Comprehensive Guidelines for sponsored programmes on Community Radio

Policy guidelines notified in December 2006 allow Central & State Governments and
other organisations to sponsor programmes on CRS and broadcast public interest
information. But, in the absence of comprehensive guidelines and rates for such
programmes, Ministries/Departments desirous to use the potential of CRS are facing
difficulties to sponsor programmes. Now the Government has finalized the guidelines
for sponsored programmes.

if) Central & State Governments may provide 30 minutes sponsored
programmes with FCT of 150 seconds using the DST program rates as a reference,
which DST uses for its Science for Women and HEALER (Health Education through
Local Radio) programmes. The rates for such sponsorship will follow the DST
programme rates, and all contracts for sponsored programming will be for a minimum of
one year duration. Thus, the rates wiil be as follows:

a For 90 programmes across one year: Rs.6000/half hour programme.
b. For 180 programmes across one year: Rs.5000/half hour programme.
c. For 360 programmes across one year (daily shows): Rs.4000/half hour

programme.

d.  CR stations will produce sponsored programmes locally, in the local
language or dialect acsording to the theme given by the sponsoring
ministry/department. No state or central government Ministry or department
should offer canned cr ready-to-air programmes for broadcast over
Community Radio Stations, as this would negate the
very concept of local and community-centered programming.

e. The sponsored programmes can be taken only up to 50% of the total
broadcast time. For example If a station is broadcasting for 6 hours , the
sponsored programmes can be taken only up to three hours of broadcast
time including repeat broadcasts.

iii) All government sponsored programmes will be released through DAVP,
which will act as a single point agency for both the sponsoring department
and the CRS. All payments will be routed through DAVP.

iv) Equal rights to sponsored content will be shared by the sponsoring
ministry/department and the concerned CR station. After the stipulated
number of broadcasts, the programmes may be released into the public
domain and should be freely sharable with other radio stations for
rebroadcast with attribution. The producing station may re-broadcast the
programmes beyond its contractual obligations, but the re-broadcast(s) will
necessarily be free of cast and cannot then be sponsored by any other
entity. \

Y (3
1 AL -



7%

Guidelines for Empanelment of Community Radio Stations

1. Eligibility Criteria

The CRS should have completed three months of continuous operation for a minimum
of two hours broadcasting per day on the date of applying for empanelment.

- A Process of Empanelment

i) The empanelment of CRS will be considered by DG, DAVP on case to
case basis and when an application is received.

ii) The application shall be processed in accordance with the eligibility criteria
laid down in the guidelines and a decision will be taken about the
empanelment within 30 days from the date of receipt of complete
application from the organisation.

. Documents to be submitted along with application

i) Copy of Grant of Permission Agreement (GOPA) signed with Ministry of
I1&B.

i) Copy of valid Wireless Operating License (WOL), issued by WPC Wing of
Ministry of Communication & IT.

iii) A CD containing the content telecast for the last three months.
iv) Self-certification by the head of CRS certifying that the CRS is functional

and is continuously broadcasting at least two hours of programmes per
day since last three months.

4. Rate of Advertisement

The spot rate for CRS empanelled with DAVP will be Rupee 4 ( rupee four)
per second will continue for 1 year,

5. Other terms and conditions

a) Empanelment and Advertisement rates will be valid for 1 year, after which it
may be reviewed.

b) Communities Radio Stations will undertake in writing that DAVP approved
rates accepted by them are their lowest rates and exclusive to DAVP and
cannot be offered to any other agency. DAVP reserves the right to review
empanelment rates if this condition is violated.
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¢) A Channel may be debarrad from Govt. advertisements from DAVP if at any
time it refuses to accept and carry advertisements issued by DAVP on behalf
of the Ministries/ Departments of Government of India, Public Sector
Undertakings and Autonomous Bodies, on more than two occasions.

d) Notwithstanding any of the provisions mentioned above for empanelment of
channels and their rates and other terms and conditions, in case of any
disagreement etc., decision of DG, DAVP will be final and binding.

Payments of Bills

a) Every channel will submit ‘ts bill complete in all respects to DAVP along with
self certified Broadcast Certificate within 30days of completion of the
campaign. The self certified Broadcast Certificate submitted by the CRS
channel will be the basic proof of broadcast. In case a self certified Broadcast
Certificate is found to be false, the empaneiment of CRS may be cancelled
and channel may be debarred from getting Government advertisement for the
duration of permission and may also be liable for action as per relevant laws
“including cancellation of permission”.

b) Recovery shall be made in case of excess payment to channel,

c) Empanelment does not guarantee any business from DAVP.,
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File No. 1041104/2012-CRs 67"
Government of India
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
‘A’- Wing, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi - 110 001

Dated: 30™ July 2012

Office Memorandum

Subject: Empanelment of Community Radio Stations with DAVP.

The undersigned is directed to refer to this Ministry's O.M. of even
number dated 21.05.2012 forwarding therewith revised guidelines for
empanelment of community radio stations (CRS).

% Community Radic Stations which have completed 3 months of
continuous operation for a minimum of 2 hours broadcasting per day are eligible
for empanelment. CRS applying for empanelment is required to submit
following documents along with application:

)] Copy of Grant of Permission Agreement (GOPA) signed with Ministry
of | & B.

ii) Copy of valid Wireless Operating License (WOL), issued by WPC
Wing of Min. of Communication & IT.

iii) A CD containing the content telecast for the last 3 months.

iv) Self-certification by the license holder of CRS certifying that the CRS
is functional and is continuously broadcasting at least 2 hours of
programmes per day since last three months.

v) PAN number of CRS license holder.

vi) Service tax registration number (if the aggregate value of taxable
service of the organization exceeds Rs.9 Lakhs in a financial year,
otherwise notarized undertaking is to be furnished).

5 It is observed that large numbers of operational CRS are unable to get
empanelment on account of renewal of Wireless Operating License (WOL) from
WPC Wing and Service Tax Registration.

4. This matter has been examined and it has been decided to provisionally
empanel those operational CRS whose WOL has expired and they have
applied for renewal of same to WPC Wing. In addition to documents mentioned
in para-2 above, such CRS would be required to submit a copy of first WOL of
CRS and a copy of application submitted to WPC Wing for renewal of WOL
along with a Notarized undertaking on stamp paper in the prescribed formal. a
mode| copy of which is enclosed herewith.
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3. Provisional empanelment to such CRS would be given for maximum cne
year, before which CRS will furnish renewed WOL and complete other pending

formalities for regular empanelment otherwise the provisional empanelment will
automatically expire.

6. This issues with the approval of competent authority.
Encl: As above. ‘l

Inderjeet Grewal,
Deputy Director (CRS)
Tel: 2338 5021
Sh. B. Narayanan, Director
DAVP, Soochana Bhawan,
Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003.

o3



;

b)

AFFIDAVIT/UNDERTAKING
{(On Rs.20 Stamp Paper & Notarized)

WHEREAS 1, .civcimnnns 507 DG Sho in
e Capachy of . .....ocninisursinins (Deslgnation) have applied to Directorate
of Audio Visual Publicity (DAVP), New Delhi, on behalf - of
.............................. . (Name of the licensee) for empanelment of community
radio station ................. (Name of CRS) is operational with effect from
..... and is broadcasting programmes for ............ hours per clay.

Now, therefore, I hereby undertake as follows:

I undertake that the validity of WOL of CRS has expired/is expiring on
............. and application has been submitted in WPC Wing for renawal of
WOL of above mentioned CRS. 1 undertake to.pay requisite fee o WPC
Wing and submit a copy of valid WOL to DAVP,

I undertake that the aggregate value of taxable service of the organization
operating CRS does exceed Rs.9 lakhs in a financial year and that within a
period of thirty days of exceeding the aggregate value of taxable service of
nine lakh rupees in a financial year, the service tax registration would be
obtained and provided to DAVP.

. I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the above statement
_is correct. I understand that the Government of India reserves the right to

cancel the empanelment of CRS and can take action as per relevant laws,
including cancellation of permission if at any time any statement made is
found to be false and to have been made by me or any member or any
officer knowing it to be false.

Signature and name of the authorized signatory
(Office Seal)
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